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CSM ( R) Bill Lake takes the helm of the Encom 
Association….. 
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(Continued on page 5) 
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Annual Association meeting scheduled  
for Saturday,  November 7…... 
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President’s Message……….. 
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CSM(R ) Bill Lake      
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ENCOM Association Continues  
Scholarship support to Chicago Military  
Academy 

A Preview into the ENCOM's  
Future…... 
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TED WINTERS  
Named 416th  ENCOM Association Associate 
of the Year for 2007 
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     Several members of the 416th ENCOM Associa-
tion held their annual Social and Dinner Meeting 
on Saturday 12 August 06 in historical Gettysburg,  
PA.  Those in attendance included The event began 
on the evening of 11 August with an informal re-
ception in the lounge of the Holiday Inn located 
near the Tourist Center in downtown Gettysburg.  
At this time those who attended were able to so-
cialize and renew old friendships.  Saturday’s 
tours and starting times and locations were ex-
plained. 

     On Saturday morning a golf outing 
was held at 0800. A few attended this 
in hopes that their game might be im-
proved in such a historic area.  That 
was not the case. 
     At 0900 approximately 25 atten-
dees toured the farm of former Presi-
dent Eisenhower.  It was here where 
Eisenhower entertained foreign Digni-
taries, distinguished guests and  
world leaders like Nikita Khrushchev 
of the Soviet Union and Charles De 
Gaulle of France.  A guide directed us 
through the house and explained in de-
tail the history of the many furnish-
ings.  The home’s simplicity reflected 
the down-to-earth nature that served 

Eisenhower so well as one of  the world’s great sol diers 
and statesmen. 
     On Saturday afternoon nearly 30 attendees part icipated 
in a wonderful bus tour of the famous Gettysburg ba t-
tlefield which lasted almost 3 hours.  The battlefi eld 
covers over 6,000 acres.  The tour was conduced by COL 
Tom Vossler.  COL Vossler is retired from the staff   at 
the Army War College at Carlisle Barracks and provi ded 
a strategic overview and detailed description and 
analysis of the  three-day battle. He remembers the  
416th from his assignment with 2nd Army. Tour guide  was 
William T. Vossler Col Retired Infantry. He is an e x-
pert on civil war and WWII history.  
     The day concluded with a reception and dinner at 
the Holiday Inn.  Our speaker for the evening was D r. 
Richard Sommers, a distinguished historian from the  
Army War College, who enlightened us on the history  and 
role of many individuals throughout the years in th e 
Engineer Corps.  Several presentations were made. 
     The success of the event was due in great meas ure 
to Palmer Geist and Doug and Suzanne Patterson.  Pa lmer worked with Carlisle Bar-
racks to obtain a tour guide and bus for the occasi on.  Palmer’s many years in the 
military included over ten years with the 416th FE Team at Ft. Indiantown Gap.  
Doug and Suzanne assisted with the Eisenhower Farm Tour.     
                                                      Fran Strouse  

Encom Association Members gather  
at Gettysburg ……. 
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MG Heine Retires… 
Award Formation and Dinner  
highlight activities 
MG Heine recently retired after 
serving as the Director of Opera-
tions, Iraqi Reconstruction Office 
(IRMO) in Iraq as part of the U.S. 
Embassy. 
This is a temporary, unique or-
ganization charged with oversee-
ing USG funded reconstruction 
activities (to the tune of $18.4 bil-
lion), and providing advice and 
assistance to the Iraqi Ministries. 
MG Heine had responsibility for 
eight of the ministries, Defense, 
Interior (all of the law enforce-
ment agencies), oil, electricity, 
water resources, municipalities 
and public works, transporta-
tion, and communications. He 
also maintained the IRMO's 
field operations staff, with rep-
resentatives at each of the 
Embassy's satellite locations 
and each of the major subordi-
nate commands.  MG Heine 
served as the primary contact 
between IRMO and the Multi 
National Force-Iraq. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

CSM (R )  Lake takes  
helm of Association…. 
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     The Army service uniforms will be streamlined to one blue Army Service Uniform (Class A) the Army just re-
cently announced. 

     “World-class Soldiers deserve a simplified, quality uniform.  The blue Army Service Uniform is a traditional 
uniform that is consistent with Army’s most honored traditions,” said SGM of the Army Kenneth Preston.   

     “We have all of these variations of uniforms-green, blue and white, “said Army Chief of Staff GEN Peter 
Schoomaker .  It makes sense for us to go to one traditional uniform that is really sharp and high quality and 
which Soldiers will  be very proud to wear.  And that’s what we’ve done by adopting this blue Army Service Uni-
form that reflects simplicity, utility and tradition.” 

     In Utility, the blue uniform provides a basic set of components that allow soldiers to dress from the lowest end 
to the highest end of service uniforms with the little variation required. 

   This change has not been widely acclaimed.  It now eliminates the wearing of distinctive unit patches of as-
signment on the left shoulder and also eliminates the wearing of combat theater patches on the right shoulder.  
With only the subdued unit patches on field uniforms, this essentially eliminates the display or need for the tradi-
tional colored unit patch that has been worn on the class A green uniform. 

    Another tradition that will disappear is the wearing of bloused boots by Airborne, Ranger and Special Forces 
units with the Class A uniform.   This change is not being met with great enthusiasm on installations such as Ft. 
Bragg. 

    A wear-out date for the current green service uniform is projected to be 2011.   
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416th Engineer Command 
10 S 100 South Frontage Rd. 
Darien, Illinois 60561-1780 

��������	���

����� Help keep the ENCOM Association 
 information flowing.  

 
  
       To more rapidly send out information and to 
receive newsletters in living color, please provide 
or update your email address  to Tom Ryterske 
:   
 Thomas.Ryterske@il.usda.gov 
 
 
        For other corrections/changes please send to: 
 
               www.encomassociation.info  
 
  
 
   
 


